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Advocating for CV’s policy platform

I am writing to you as a constituent and as an unpaid carer in Victoria to urge you to adopt and champion the policy priorities outlined in Carers Victoria’s 2026 Pre-election Policy Platform.
Every day, carers like me provide essential support to delete whatever is not applicable family members/friends who are living with disability, chronic illness, mental ill health, or age-related care needs. We do this out of love and responsibility, but it often comes at significant personal cost – financially, physically and emotionally. Despite the vital role we play in sustaining our health and community support systems, carers frequently feel overlooked in policy and funding decisions. 
Carers Victoria’s 2026 platform sets out practical, evidence-based reforms that would make a meaningful different to people like me.  I strongly support measures that:
Improve access to respite services so carers can maintain their own health and wellbeing
Strengthen financial support and employment opportunities for working carers
Ensure carers are recognised and included in decision-making
Intervene earlier
Address the unique challenges faced by young carers and carers in regional and rural communities. 
Investing in carers is not only the right thing to do - it is economically responsible. Without unpaid carers, the cost to the health and social care system would be unsustainable. Supporting carers earlier and more effectively prevents crisis situations, reduces hospital admissions, and enables people receiving care to remain at home and connected to their communities for longer. 
As my local representative, I ask that you:
Publicly endorse the key priorities in the Carers Victoria 2026 pre-election platform
Advocate within your party and Parliament for funding and reforms that reflect these priorities
Meet with me or other carers in your electorate to better understand our lived experience and the practical supports that would make the greatest impact. 
Carers deserve recognition not just in words, but in tangible policy commitments. I hope you will stand with carers in our community and across Victoria by supporting these vital reforms.
Thank you for your time and for your service to our electorate. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further. 
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